Economic impact of laparoscopic instrumentation: a company perspective.
This report represents findings concerning the economic impact of laparoscopic surgery. Specifically, the study addresses hospital costs, and not the hospital charges often given attention by studies in the literature. Hospital expenditures for the equipment and instrumentation required for laparoscopic surgery are important cost factors in laparoscopic surgery. Data for determining hospital costs was obtained from nine hospitals throughout the United States. At each hospital, a research team spent four to five days interviewing surgeons, OR staff, hospital administrators and other personnel as well as gathering data. Analysis of operating room equipment and supplies indicates that single-use laparoscopic instruments are a cost-effective alternative to reusable instruments. In addition, single-use instruments have many benefits that were not possible to quantify accurately in this study.